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Next Bulletin 
The next bulletin is scheduled to be published 

in early December. Any contributions will be 

most welcome, please email to me by 

November  25th. Many thanks – Ann  

Council Meetings        
MONDAY 2nd November  at 6 pm. By Zoom 

 

Even though Council meet via Zoom at the 

moment, attendance as observer is still 

available to members, should any of you so 

wish – contact Paul for the link. 

 

MONDAY 7rd DECEMBER   6.00pm 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Meetings for November  

All 6.00pm on Zoom unless 

current guidance changes       
    

 

05 November   Fellowship  

A Musical Evening – many 

members have contributed a 

memorable piece of music- join us 

to hear about special moments. 

 

12 November Committee Meetings: 

 Business and Social meeting  

     

19 November Speaker: Audiology and Hearing 

Awareness 

 

26 November Full Club Special General Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                

 

 

 

    

   

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

         

 

                               

 

 

 

Club Meetings for December 
    

 

3  December Business and Social 

Review of the Year to Date  

& Planning for 2021 
 

10 December Fellowship 

 Christmas Jumpers & 

 Much much more…… 

  

     

Dates to be confirmed: 

 Christmas Activities: 

 Santa’s Sleigh & Virtual 

Santa 

 

 

 

 

     

   

 

 

 

 

                            

                             
    

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

Apologies 
Are not currently needed whilst we remain 

on Zoom – if you need assistance to sign 

on, please contact Paul Daniels who can 

talk you through it. Please come and join 

us – attendance has been impressive but 

there’s always room for more. 

 

Sadly we can no longer share our 

personal space with others, so now’s 

the time to invest in that new PC or 

tablet so you don’t miss out….  

mailto:secretary@sitwellrotary.org


 

 
 

 

Greetings from President Trish  

 

 

RI President Holgar Knaack asks us to show that ‘Rotary 

Opens Opportunities’. Opportunities to make new friends 

and value old ones, to serve and achieve and to bring 

happiness to many.   

In recent weeks there has been no shortage of 

opportunities.  Following the distribution of PPE from 

Wortley Rotary, Voluntary Action Rotherham (VAR) 

publicised the work we have done in our Response to Covid. 

This led to an invitation to take part in a video featuring 

Rotherham Sitwell’s volunteering throughout 2020.   

It was an interesting experience to go to the Media Suite at 

University Centre Rotherham (UCR) and relate the Club’s 

involvement with the family of Liam Allen, our work with 

numerous Rotherham foodbanks and the ultimate 

realisation of the Sensory Room at Newman School.   

The completed film from UCR, which features many 

voluntary organisations in the town, will be entered for the 

VAR Annual Charity Awards. Each organisation will be edited 

down to one-and-a-half minutes.  The film makers were so 

impressed by Liam’s Story that they intend to make a 

separate five minute film which will be presented to us to 

use in any way we see fit.  Our Facebook page and District 

spring to mind immediately.   

 

 

 

 

 

Sadly even the best laid plans can see opportunities 

disappear.  The proposed Christmas Market at the 

Woodman has had to be cancelled following a joint decision 

by the Brewery, Landlord Jack and Start-a-Heart 24:7.  

However, S-a-H remain committed to staging two 

Fundraising events for the benefit of Framework for Giving.  

We’re watching out for those golden opportunities.   

Make a plan and prepare for an opportunity 

October has been a busy month in many ways.  It started 

with friendly rivalry at the Inter-Committee Pointless 

Competition.  Other teams were no match for the powerful 

duo of Waudby and Williams who took the trophy for PR & 

Publicity and will take their place in the Rotherham Sitwell 

Hall of Fame.  Many thanks to Paul for organising an 

enjoyable evening.   

Committees continue to plan and although we are limited in 

scope this is in no way reflected in the energy and 

enthusiasm that is going on around the Club.  Chairs 

reported back at the full Business meeting so if you weren’t 

able to attend look out for Paul’s Key Points from Business 

Meetings 

Our Speaker this month literally left us speechless.  It is 

difficult to imagine a more inspirational presentation than 

that given by Richard McCann, son of the first victim of the 

Yorkshire Ripper.  He spoke passionately about his journey 

from devastation to the triumph that is today.  If you missed 

it please see Paul’s link to Richard’s YouTube page.  It really 

is a presentation not to be missed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Later in October we look forward to hearing from Angela 

Wood Executive Chief Nurse, Rotherham Foundation Trust 

and the hospital’s experiences during the Covid-19.   

 

As you will all be aware Saturday 24th October was 

designated World Polio Day and I’m so delighted that we 

were able to have Rotherham Town Hall illuminated in 

Purple for Polio. See the report later in this Bulletin.   

As you know we intend to set up a small working group to 

develop Friends of Rotherham Sitwell Rotary.  I feel sure this 

is the way forward to enhancing our membership.  Watch 

this space.   

The Christmas Working Group have met a couple of times 

and attended the District Santa Seminar.  Much food for 

thought.  Tony will make a Risk Assessment visit to Parkgate 

Morrisons on Tuesday, this will be followed by a decision 

making meeting the next day.  We will present our 

recommendations to Council and Membership in the near 

future.     

This week I met with John Box and Giles Bloomer of 

Rotherham Rotary to put together a bid to South Yorkshire 

Community Fund for £5000 for Rotherham foodbanks.   

These are very difficult times and I’m aware that many of us 

are facing additional difficulties.  Please take care of each 

other in the spirit of Rotary.   

Trish 

Make a Difference - Save a Starfish 

 



 

 

 

 

 

A thank you letter to the Club for our Global Grant Donation from 
Peter Roberts, PDG District 1220 and Treasurer of Kenilworth Rotary 
Club 
 

Dear Trish 

 

Guatemala Literacy Project 
Global Grant 20/21 No: GG2012567 

 

Some weeks back I received from your Club’s cheque for £100.00 to 
support this wonderful Global Grant Project. I will aggregate with other 
donations received and ensure it is remitted shortly. Unfortunately your 
Club’s letter to me did not provide me with contact details hence me 
acknowledging through you as Club President. 
 
I have advised our Foundation Chairman, John Stanton of receipt of your 
Club’s funds and understand GLP will contact your District to establish if 
they are prepared to release any of their Foundation District Designated 
Fund to enhance your Club’s donation. This will of course be done before 
the 2020/21 Grant’s final submission to Trustees of Rotary Foundation. 
 
Please be kind enough to pass my belated acknowledgment on to your 
Treasurer or Foundation officer. 
 
 

Yours in Rotary Fellowship 

Peter 

 Peter Roberts  
 

A test of local knowledge 
 

So, where could this be?? 

 

Which well known local charity has received 

permission to convert it into a potentially life- 

saving community asset?? 

 

Congratulations to all those who put in the hard 

work (it looks like there’s still some to come!) 

 

 

Good to know we can go some way to make a 

difference ‘the world over’ 



 

 

A Pointless Experience 
 

I watch occasional episodes of the TV quiz “Pointless” but usually go and 

make myself a cup of coffee when contestants are asked either to name tracks 

on an album by an artist I’ve never heard of or to name actors who appear in 

films I’ve never seen. So, I feared the worst when Peter Waudby and I 

represented the PR & Publicity committee in our club’s version of “Pointless” 

on 1st October. 

 

Round 1 saw the five teams of two seeking the most obscure of 16 people who 

had held office as UK Prime Minister between 1900 and 2000.  All avoided the 

top scoring names and between them identified three pointless answers; Trevor 

and Yogesh (Membership & Social) were eliminated with 32. 

 

The next round concerned countries where vehicles must be driven on the left.  

Peter Short and John Turner joined the “100 club” by saying that people drive 

on the left in South Korea and Nigeria respectively; Team Comvoc (Tom 

Knight and John Turner) fell by the wayside. 

 

Then we had to name currencies replaced by the Euro. Gurnam and Peter Short 

(Foundation & International) were eliminated when Gurnam’s answer – the 

Danish Krone – proved to be incorrect. Nobody found one of the four pointless 

answers - the currencies of Slovakia and the three Baltic States – but Nigel’s 

answer – the Maltese Lira – scored just two. 

 

Finally, the “Head to Head” was the best of three between Admin (Nigel and 

John Sparrow) and PR & Publicity.  So far, Nigel and John had won every 

round – the “Golden Couple” as Alexander Armstrong would say.  However, 

our team won 2-0, perhaps favoured by the questions in this round – names of 

Royal Houses that have ruled England since 1066 and the letters of the 

Classical Greek Alphabet.   

 

It was a fun evening, enjoyed by both contestants and audience. Many thanks 

go to Paul who presented the quiz, having researched the questions and 

answers; and to Emma who kept scores. 

 

Chris Williams 

 

When and where (or even why….)?? 

 

Be warned – my secret squirrel has found 

more photos and is releasing them over 

the next few months…… 

 



 Rotary Kids Out 

At a recent meeting, £300 was pledged to Rotary Kids 

Out for their Christmas Appeal. Below is the thank you 

letter (somewhat edited!) 

 

“Thank you for pledging to support the National Rotary 

Kids Out Christmas Toy Box initiative. Your donation 

will bring immeasurable happiness to local children 

who have experienced domestic violence and are living 

in refuge this festive season.  

 

According to age & gender, we will individually fill 

each Rotary Christmas Toy Box and ensure they are 

‘branded’ with your Club name. The boxes will be 

delivered direct to refuges in December. 

 

Thank you once again - your support will make a real 

difference this Christmas.” 

 

Our Club is funding twelve age-appropriate boxes for 

children residing in Rotherham Womens’ Refuge over 

the Christmas period. 

 

There is sometimes a little confusion over Kids Out. 

This is a national charity started by Rotarians (in a 

similar way to Shelterbox and Aquabox) which provides 

a day out to children every summer, designated National 

Rotary Kids Out Day. In 2019 over 28,000 

disadvantaged children were treated to a day out at a 

theme park or other event relatively local to them. Our 

Club has our own Kids Out event in conjunction with 

Newman School, which doesn’t always tie in with the 

National Day but is in the same spirit. 

 

Thanks go to our Kids Out co-ordinator Phil Crutchley 
 



 
 

 

I hope you all saw the piece in this week’s Rotherham Advertiser about the lighting up of Rotherham Town Hall to honour World Polio Day 

and draw the attention of local people to the work of Rotary Foundation in the eradication this disease. If you didn’t, its not too late to get a 

copy! The excellent photo showed President Trish, Foundation Chair Chris Croker and Rotary Polio Ambassador John Box in front of the 

Town Hall. I liked this photo too, as I think it reflects beautifully on our town. Photo credit: Dave Poucher, Rotherham Advertiser. 



THE FISHTAIL FUND 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dibas Subedi October 2020 

The Fishtail Fund is a partnership between 

Pokhara Fishtail Rotary (Nepal) and Dronfield 

Rotary (like Rotherham Sitwell, in District 

1220).  Its purpose is “To help children from 

poor Nepali homes to stay on at school” – a 

simply expressed phrase which in normal 

times has significant challenges.  For nearly 

four years, Rotherham Sitwell Rotary has 

sponsored a student – Dibas Subedi.  Our 

sponsorship has helped him to stay in 

education and work towards his ambition to be 

an engineer. He is now nearly at the end of his 

studies, but these have been so severely 

affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Dibas has sent us a letter outlining the 

difficulties he and his family are facing and 

how he is working to overcome them.  A few 

weeks ago, we heard inspiring words from one 

of our speakers, Richard McCann, about how 

we can be resilient.  Reading Dibas’ letter is 

equally inspiring. 

Paul G Daniels 

 



 

 
Birthdays in November 
A very happy birthday to Sitwell Rotarians who 

celebrate in November 

 

7th Terry English 

19th  Steve Burns 

 

 

Your task last month was to sign up for Amazon Smile - 

who will give us money for nothing!! Just search for 

Amazon Smile through the Amazon website and select ‘The 

Rotary Club of Rotherham Sitwell Benevolent Fund’ as 

your chosen charity. When you buy from Amazon log in 

through Amazon smile https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ and  

what you spend will generate 0.5% for FFG at no cost to 

you!! 
 

Did you do it?? Do you need help to do it? Will Jackie be 

rubbing her hands together with glee as the pennies roll in??  

 

Thank you if you did – looks like we’ll be back to spending 

online soon, so make the most of Amazon’s contribution! 

They even tell you how much you are contributing when 

you log on to your Amazon Smile page, which is nice. 

 

The Picture above is just some of the masks provided to the 
Rotherham Hospital Paediatric Department by a sewing 
group co-ordinated by Sally Atkinson, Patient Access 
Service Manager at the Trust. The masks are child friendly, 
with superhero or even a Hallowe’en theme. The club has 
given funds to support the purchase of materials to keep the 
supply flowing. 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/


  

 
 
Rotherham Sitwell Rotary meet each week on Zoom.   
 

Résumé July to October 2020 
 
 
Our monthly meetings follow the format of Council - Fellowship – Individual Committee Business & Social – Speaker – Full Club Business meetings.   
 
Fellowship – emphasis on mutual support and bonhomie.  These meetings have  included a Fun Quiz, Hot Air Balloon Debate, Virtual Treasure Hunt, an International Quiz and 

an Inter-Committee Pointless Competition.  A musical evening is scheduled for November.   

 

Individual Committee Meetings – these are intended to be part business, part social and held in any way the Chair wishes, following Government Guidelines.  

With reference to proposals outlined at Club Assembly it is essentially planning ahead and keeping an eye open for opportunities for action.   

 

Speaker Meetings -  these have included a Financial Times Correspondent in the World’s Hotspots, the work of Rotherham Foodbank, District Governor Jill 

Bethell MBE and the son of the Yorkshire Ripper’s first victim.  Later this month we will hear from the Chief Nurse at Rotherham Foundation Trust.  In November 

an Audiologist from the hospital will be our Speaker with a view to pursuing the Hearing Ambassador project.   

 

Full Business Meetings – Committee Chairs report back and there are opportunities for Members to  exchange ideas.   

 

Rotherham Foodbank – we have been able to continue weekly £500 deliveries of much needed food to Rotherham Foodbank at Hope Church.  The continuation 

of this has been made possible by regular, generous donations from our Members and favourable discounts from Morrisons at Parkgate.   

 

Sensory Equipment at Newman School - Despite delays caused by Covid-19, Newman Special School in Rotherham has installed sensory equipment to enrich the 
education of children and young people with learning and communication disabilities. Funds for the equipment came from Rotherham Sitwell Rotary and a 
matched District 1220 Rotary Foundation grant. The school's own contribution had been significantly boosted by funds raised at the 2019 Music in the Gardens 
events. 
 
World Polio Day – Rotherham Town Hall will be illuminated in purple from Thursday 22nd  to Wednesday 28th October.  This has been a joint effort between our 

Foundation & International committee, Publicity & Public Relations and President Trish.  It is hoped that the event will have extensive media coverage thanks to 

the excellent Press Release.   

 

Christmas Activities – in the spirit of plan and watch out for opportunities our Christmas working party have met to draw up a blue-print following Government 

Guidelines.  Although fund raising is an important priority, if circumstances dictate we will simply tour the sleigh to bring Christmas cheer to the children of 

Rotherham.                                                                                 

 

 

  Trish Lister                                                                                                                                                    15.10.20   



 

 

The foodbank support continues with the help of Morrisons, our intrepid trio, sunshine, blue skies and a foaming cloud bank too! 



 

Fundraising Donations 

Don’t forget you can still make donations in lieu of attending meetings and having 

the joy of cooking your own meals and drinking your own wine. 

 

Donations can be taken for Rotherham Foodbank, for our nominated charities of the 

year through FFG or for Foundation/Polio Plus. Please tell Jackie where you want 

the money to go either on the bank transfer or by email. 

 

Thank you to all donors 

 

Sort Code 20-76-89 Account 70315915 

 

 

Words of wisdom – source unknown 

 

 


