
 
 

 
 

 

 

Next Bulletin 
The next bulletin is scheduled to be published in 

early April. Any contributions will be most 

welcome, please email to me by March 25th. Any 

contributions are welcome, but I can exercise 

editorial discretion (as some have realised when 

certain photos don’t get published…..)  

Rotary Club of Rotherham 

Sitwell – District 1220 

Club Bulletin 

 
No.  28.09                                   March 2021 

Meetings: Thursday evenings 18.00 via ZOOM!! 

Contact Paul for your Zoom code 

Email: secretary@sitwellrotary.org 

 

 Officers & Committees 2020-2021 

President  Trish Lister  

President Elect  Steve Burns   

Vice President Yes, you CAN do it! 

Secretary  Paul Daniels   

Treasurer  Jackie Saunders 

Imd. past President  Gurnam Basran 

Assistant Secretary   Ann Ogley  

Chairmen of Committees 

Admin/Club Service Steve Burns  

Membership/Social Roger Green  

Publicity/PR Peter Waudby  

Community Tom Knight  

International/Rotary Chris Croker   

Foundation 

Other Officers 

Attendance Officer Steve Burns 

Assistant Treasurer Alan Holloway  

Archivist Chris Williams 

Environmental Officer Phil Crutchley 

Welfare Office Trevor Johnson 

Health & Safety Officer Tony Eden 

Safeguarding Officer Maggi Clark 

Sergeant at Arms Peter Short 

Bulletin Editor Ann Ogley 

Club Meetings for March 

All 6.00pm on Zoom     

 

4 March Fellowship – Would I Lie to 

You?  

 

11 March Individual Committees: 

 Business & Fellowship 

 

18 March Speaker:  Ken Wyatt,  

History of industries, 

transport and social issues 

in Rotherham 

 

25 March Full Club Business Meeting 

 

 

Council Meetings-note change of 

day 
TUESDAY 2 March 6.00pm 

Plenty of seats available at the table (Ok, on the 

screen) if Rotary members would like to see what 

happens at a meeting – just contact Paul. 

 

TUESDAY 6 April   6.00pm 

 

 

Apologies Are not currently needed whilst 

we remain on Zoom If you can’t make it for 

6pm, just email Paul to watch out for you and 

he’ll let you in. 

 

We are in lockdown and cannot share our 

personal space with others. If you need 

help Zooming, speak to Paul. 

 

Club Meetings for April 
   

1 April Fellowship – Sitwell Desert 

Island Discs 

 

8 April Individual Committees: 

 Business & Fellowship 

 

15 April Speaker: Oliver Green: a 

mining engineer in London 

 

22 April Full Club Business Meeting 

 

29 April Friends and Partners 

Evening; Cheese and Wine 

tasting. 

 

 

     

 

mailto:secretary@sitwellrotary.org


Greetings from President Trish  

 

  

On 23rd February we were able to celebrate the 

116th Birthday of Rotary International and it was 

no coincidence that on that day I received an email 

via Shaun from former Rotherham Sitwell 

Rotarian Geoff Moore.  Geoff has lived in 

Mallorca for many years and almost single-

handedly started the Rotary Club of East Mallorca, 

see his message below.  The new Rotary Club has 

been sponsored by the Rotary Club of Calvia 

which many of you have visited.   

 Geoff writes: 

 

‘On this momentous day, it is wonderful to 

announce that, at last, we have completed 

the application to Rotary International for a 

Charter of Incorporation.’ 

 

I have sent congratulations and greetings on behalf 

of the Club which they were delighted to receive.  

The new club has 25 Charter Members from six 

nationalities with a further six potential members 

considering joining.  Geoff has sent an open 

invitation to join their meetings on Zoom on 

Wednesday lunchtimes. Please let me know if you 

require further details. They intend to hold their 

Charter Event, to which we are all invited, later in 

the year once travel restrictions are lifted.   

 

Our February meetings began with an inspirational 

talk from Rev Phil Batchford and Christine  

 

 

 

 

Batchford focusing on the Social Supermarket at 

Rotherham Minster.  As part of the weekly 

foodbank deliveries we have been able to make 

significant contributions to their food supplies.  

The generosity of Rotherham Sitwell Rotarians 

has enabled this to happen.  See more Acts of 

Kindness to commemorate Rotary Day later in this 

Bulletin.   

 

Morrisons at Parkgate continue to give so much 

more food than the weekly spend of £500.  This 

has enabled us to make two large deliveries to the 

Unity Centre foodbank to help keep them afloat.  

So many people who have previously been in 

secure employment are now finding themselves in 

need.  Thank goodness we find ourselves in a 

position to help.   

 

Our very own John Turner gave us an amazing 

talk on the Battle of Britain.  Thank you John, it 

gave us such an insight into that crucial era of our 

country’s history.  I was in awe of your depth of 

knowledge and understanding of those times.   

  

We continue to search for a Vice President, 

continuity is key to the future of the Club and I 

would earnestly ask you to consider if this is the 

time for you to serve in this way.   

 

Congratulations to Ann 

mentioned in the Assistant Governor’s Report to 

the District Council meeting as producing the best 

Bulletin in the District.  Thank you, Ann, the 

accolade is well deserved and each month you 

give us a good read and an excuse for a biscuit.    

 

 

 

 

 

With the announcement of the roadmap out of 

lockdown we can begin to think of meeting again 

in person.  It has been suggested that we might 

take the opportunity to hold meetings at various 

venues before deciding on our permanent home.  It 

might also mean some meetings, Council and 

Committee for instance, might still be held on 

Zoom.   Please feel free to suggest suitable venues 

for us to visit.   

 

Thank you for your input to our feedback to 

District regarding retention of members.  The 

document is complete and I will be sending it to 

DG Jill Bethell, Secretary John Carr and 

Membership Nick Blurton.  I will ask if there has 

been an in-depth analysis of reasons for leaving, 

years of service, age profile etc.   

 

Plans for the End Polio Now event at the Minster 

in October continue apace.  Hope you managed to 

see the article in the Advertiser highlighting 

Rotary’s long term commitment to eradicating this 

terrible disease.  One more push and we will be 

there.    

 

My very best wishes to you all and particularly to 

those of you who are not experiencing the best of 

times.   

 

Yours in Rotary 

 

Trish   

 

We are still there for our Starfish 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays in March 

 

That’ll be me, then! Thanks for all your 

birthday wishes that have arrived (quite 

correctly) pre-publication! 

Some little known facts:  

 

Four Sitwell Rotarians were born on the first day of 

the month 

 

Only one Sitwell Rotarian was born the last day of 

any month. 

 

There are three months with only one Sitwell 

Rotarian birthday. 

 

Almost 60% of Sitwell Rotarians were born in the 

second half of the month 
 

 

 

 

 

DISTRICT CONTINGENCY FUND GRANT  

– matched funding for COVID projects 
 

So pleased to be able to announce that our bid was successful, 

securing an additional £500 to add to our own £500 for Shiloh. 

See Paul’s update later in this bulletin. 

 



           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Social Supermarket 

Building confidence, community & resilience. 

The first meeting in February saw the Club welcoming guests Reverend Phil Batchford and his wife Christine talking about a new project running from 

Rotherham Minster, The Social Supermarket. 

Over recent years, St Paul’s Church in Masborough, has built up a tradition of community through weekly community meals, welcoming families, guests and 

volunteers who share a meal and activities. Reaching out to local families, including residents from the Albanian and Roma communities, the project was 

supported with donations of free food from several local supermarkets. 

March 2020 brought lockdown and therefore the cessation of this communal activity. The team at St Paul’s moved their operation into the provision of food 

parcels, which steadily grew to supply a weekly parcel to around forty families. However, this effort depended upon furloughed supporters giving their time, 

and several volunteers with cars to make the deliveries which was not sustainable in the longer term. A new approach was required. 

The churches turned to St Mary’s Church, in Bramall Lane, Sheffield, to gain an understanding of their project supplying food to the local community to see if 

this could provide a new model for Rotherham Minster and St Paul’s, from which the Social Supermarket evolved. Launching in October 2020 using a 

membership model, it draws on the supply of food, cleaning materials and toiletries from supermarket surpluses, Fareshare and donations from individuals. 

Based in the Minster, the supermarket provides a fixed cost weekly shop for £3.00 per member. The shop model allows the member to select items from 

several different food categories, unlike a food parcel where effectively the choice is taken away from the recipient. The choices are supported by advice from 

volunteers and even recipe cards making use of the available produce. 

The project is also gaining momentum through the support of volunteers, including several through the Time Builders organisation. Support includes healthy 

eating advice, debt support and signposting the members to other help in the town such as the Citizen’s Advice Bureau and Rotherfed. Fortnightly activity and 

craft packs are available, and seasonal hampers and women’s toiletry gifts were distributed at Christmas. One member explained to Christine how the 

Supermarket’s support had allowed her to build up a buffer fund in the bank in case of emergency, which gave her significant peace of mind. 

Whilst working well at the moment, the longer-term future of the Supermarket will depend upon being able to find new accommodation when the Minster 

returns to its traditional role at the heart of the community. 

Phil and Chris then took questions and were able to make some beneficial connections with members able to offer assistance in a variety of ways. President 

Trish highlighted how delighted the Club were to have been able to support this exciting project with a cash donation of £1,000 following a joint application 

with Rotherham Rotary Club for funding for Rotherham foodbanks from South Yorkshire Community Fund.  

What a fabulous project this is! 

Ann Ogley               5 February 2021 

 



 

  

Donated a 

cooking set to a 

family in Syria 

Donated to Covid 

charities every 

month since last 

April 

Cleared snow 

from my 

neighbours 

drive so she 

could get her 

car into the 

garage when 

she returned 

home from 

work 

Emailed a 

friend I hadn’t 

seen for a  

couple of years 

and rekindled 

our friendship 

Gave flowers and 

chocolates to a friend 

who is going through a 

difficult time 

Helped a cyclist who had skidded 

on ice and was lying face down on 

the verge. Offered food and water 

and stayed with him until he felt 

able to continue his ride, 

Left flowers at a bus stop 

with a card saying please 

accept these flowers and 

hope you have a good 

day. 

Asked family to donate to my 

favourite charity instead of birthday 

gifts. 



 

 

   

 

Left spring bulbs on the doorsteps of 

several neighbours ‘A little token to 

remind you that Spring and better days 

are on their way’ 

What goes around comes around: 15 years ago I 

taught a clinical skill to a new student nurse. She 

reminded me of this kindness last week when 

she gave me my Covid injection – it didn’t hurt 

at all. I think its called Karma 

Working through 

my address book 

to phone friends I 

haven’t spoken to 

in ages 

Took a couple of 

portable radiators 

to a young family 

whose boiler had 

broken during a 

cold snap Sent an extra donation to 

my favourite animal 

charity. 

Smiled and waved outside the 

home of someone who is 

isolating and hope it let them 

know they weren’t forgotten. 



 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
Shiloh Update March 2021 

 
The Government’s recently announced “Roadmap for Lifting Lockdown” looks like 21st June will be the earliest that Shiloh will get back to what it used 

to call “normal”.  Until then, Shiloh’s support is increasingly focussed on offering advice, help, skills and opportunities to overcome barriers and 

achieve personal goals. Their guests are still provided with a range of practical resources including warm clothing, food, toiletries and emergency 

mobile phones.  Shiloh is cautiously planning the next steps to safely open the drop-in centre in a way they operated before the pandemic. 

 

Rotherham Sitwell Rotary has recently donated £500 to Shiloh which has been matched with a £500 grant from Rotary District 1220.  This will fund 

one of Shiloh’s “Moving On” courses for four guests which will cover accommodation options in Rotherham, affordability, managing money, rights & 

responsibilities as a tenant plus managing expectations.  Rotary’s support will also contribute to setting up a guest in a new home.   Steve Wylie the 

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Shiloh thanked us for our support at the recent Charities Evening which we held on Zoom in January: he was 

delighted that we succeeded in gaining the additional £500 from District 1220.   

 

Shiloh has had even more reasons to be pleased with some more news as it will soon be receiving £450,000 of Lottery funding.  Steve Wylie, 

commented, 

“We are delighted to receive this National Lottery grant, which gives us 50% of the funds we need over the next five years. Thanks to National Lottery 

players, the funding will help boost our core services and enable us to support people to become more resilient, learn new skills and take steps 

towards a new future.” 

 

Donations for Shiloh through Framework for Giving were initially scheduled to last until June 30th 2021, the third year.  Rotherham Sitwell Rotary has 

already decided that the support for each of the four local charities would roll forward due the impact of Covid-19 on charities as well as our own 

reduced fund-raising.  We have at least another year, therefore, to support Shiloh to offer a safe place to those who are homeless or at risk of being 

homeless. 

 

For further information go to: 

https://www.shilohrotherham.org.uk/  

https://www.facebook.com/ShilohRotherham/ 

 

Paul G Daniels 28th February 2021. 

 

https://www.shilohrotherham.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ShilohRotherham/

