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President  Steve Burns  

President Elect  pending AGM  

Vice President  pending AGM 

Secretary  Paul Daniels   

Treasurer  Jackie Saunders 

Imd. past President  Trish Lister  

Assistant Secretary   Ann Ogley  

 

Chairmen of Committees 

Admin/Club Service Nigel Elmhirst  

Membership/Social   

Publicity/PR Peter Waudby  

Community Roger Green  

International/Rotary Peter Short   

Foundation 

 

Other Officers 

Attendance Officer Phil Crutchley  

Assistant Treasurer Alan Holloway  

Archivist Chris Williams 

Environmental Officer Phil Crutchley 

Welfare Office Trevor Johnson  

Health & Safety Officer John Sparrow 

Safeguarding Officer VACANT 

Sergeant at Arms Roger Green 

 

 

Next Bulletin 
The next bulletin is scheduled to be published in early June. Any 

contributions will be most welcome, please text, what’s app or 

email to me by May 25th.  

 



 
President’s Report  

 

 
 

 

 

 

April is the fourth month of the year in the Gregorian calendar, the fifth in the early Julian. 
The Romans gave this month the Latin name Aprilis but the derivation of this name is uncertain. 
The traditional etymology is from the verb aperire, "to open", in allusion to its being the season 
when trees and flowers begin to "open”. Since some of the Roman months were named in 
honour of divinities, and as April was sacred to the goddess Venus, her Veneralia being held on 
the first day, it has been suggested that Aprilis was originally her month Aphrilis, from her 
equivalent Greek goddess name Aphrodite. 
 
April was the second month of the earliest Roman calendar, before Ianuarius and Februarius 
were added by King Numa Pompilius about 700 BC. It became the fourth month of the calendar 
year (the year when twelve months are displayed in order) during the time of the decemvirs 
about 450 BC, when it also was given 29 days. The 30th day was added during the reform of the 
calendar undertaken by Julius Caesar in the mid-40s BC, which produced the Julian calendar.  
 
The Anglo-Saxons called April ēastre-monaþ. The Venerable Bede says in The Reckoning of Time 
that this month ēastre is the root of the word Easter. He further states that the month was 
named after a goddess Eostre whose feast was in that month. It is also attested by Einhard in his 
work, Vita Karoli Magni.  
 
St George's day is the twenty-third of the month; and St Mark's Eve, with its superstition that the 
ghosts of those who are doomed to die within the year will be seen to pass into the church, falls 
on the twenty-fourth.  
 
April's birthstone is the diamond.  
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President’s Report (cont) 
The birth flower is typically listed as either the common daisy (Bellis perennis) or the sweet pea 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
April got off to a good start for me when I took my grandsons to Whitley Bay for a week, their Easter 
holidays starting a week before Rotherham and Newcastle, meaning everything was quiet up there. 
Then back for the volunteer’s party and awards ceremony from the beer festival, good beer, good 
food, good music. What’s not to like? 
From there I went straight to my son’s stag weekend in Birmingham, (me neither?). I can’t comment 
on that as what goes on etc….. 
 
Wednesday 13th saw the Round Table AGM. They are as noisy and irreverent as always and I got 
home at 6.30am. 
 
I attended the Club Admin Committee meeting on Thursday 21st and we looked at the calendar for 
2022/23 which is 95% completed. John Woffenden was appointed Speaker Finder and there will be 
five speaker meetings so far. With Club also having an Attendance Officer it means any incoming 
President, although they will have a say in the programme, really only has to Chair the meetings. 
With that in mind, would members willing to stand for President in 2022/23 and 2023/4 please form 
an orderly queue. 
 
Other than that I had a haircut and watched the Lads climb to 9th place in the Premiership so all in 
all not a bad month. 
 
Finally, someone asked me if it was ok to toast the Queen with a glass of water. This is what I found 
out: 
Official etiquette dictates that the loyal toast may be given following either the introduction of 
honoured guests and opening remarks, or the completion of all courses of the meal, that it be the 
first toast given, and that a glass of any beverage other than a cocktail be used. It is also customary 
not to smoke until the sovereign has been toasted. In carrying out the toast, the event's host will 
rise and request the audience's attention. Once accomplished and the guests are standing, the host 
raises his or her glass and recites the toast without any other words or music. The audience then 
responds to the toast by repeating "The Queen" or, in Canada, "La reine", drinking the toast, and 
seating themselves once more. 
Having said that, there is a superstition in the Royal Navy that if you toast the monarch with water 
you will die by drowning, so the sailors amongst us beware! 
 
Steve 
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Happy Birthday in May     
  

  

 

2nd  Martin Davis 

10th  Ian Saunders 

23rd  Tom Knight AND Peter 

Waudby 

25th  Peter Keary 

27th  John Sparrow 

 

 

RYLA Report from THIS YEAR’s SPONSORED Young 
Leader from Thomas Rotherham College 
My experience of the RYLA Leadership Course 
From RYLA I wanted to develop my interpersonal skills, gain knowledge on what it takes to be a 

good leader and become more confident in myself and my abilities.  

My experience at Castleton and the course was everything that I hoped it would be. At first it was 

a bit awkward with all the other people that I had never met but that awkwardness quickly went 

away as soon as we started the icebreakers. It was nice to be in an environment that was almost 

carefree and had no judgement. On the first day we dove straight into the different tasks and 

challenges; these were all based around getting to know each other and building relationships that 

would allow us to progress and develop on our skills throughout the week.  

My favourite part of the course was on the Monday night where we all took part in a show. We 

were divided into groups and were tasked on putting on a performance that the rest had to watch. 

We had guidelines and specific things that we had to include but the storyline was completely up to 

us. When it came to the performances, I do not think I have ever laughed as much in my life, it was 

by far the best task that they asked us to complete.  

My confidence and interpersonal skills have definitely improved since completing the course. I 

have already put them to effective use during my university interviews which have all gone 

extremely well so far. The skills that I have gained will last a lifetime and hopefully so will the 

friendships that I made there. 

I would like to thank you all for sponsoring me to do this award, I am so grateful for the 

opportunity that you have given me! 

Isobel :) 

 
 

 



  
Club Meetings for May 

All 6.30 for 7.00pm unless 

otherwise stated. SPGC 

meetings: Apologies to Nigel. 

Sin bins have been and will be 

applied for absence with no 

apology. 
 

 

05 May SPGC: 

AGM 

FRATS: Trevor Johnson 

 Mike Frost 

GRACE: Roger Green 

 

 

12 May SPGC:  

Fellowship 

FRATS: Alan Holloway 

 Peter Waudby 

GRACE: John Turner 

 

 

19 May Individual committee 

meetings 

 

 

26 May  SPGC: 

FULL CLUB BUSINESS 

MEETING  

FRATS: Martin Davis 

Ann Ogley (alternate needed 

please – stocktake at work!) 

GRACE: Trish Lister 

 

Frats & Grace – your responsibility to find 

alternates if you cannot 

attend. Please advise Nigel of 

any changes you have agreed.    

 

            

Council Meeting 

Tuesday 17 May, 18.00h 

venue: SPGC 
 Observers welcome 

 

 

 

 

Club Meetings for June 

All 6.30 for 7.00pm unless 

otherwise stated. SPGC 

meetings: Apologies to Nigel. 

Sin bins have been and will be 

applied for absence with no 

apology. 

02 June SPGC: 

Framework for Giving 

presentations 

FRATS: Peter Keary 

 Chris Williams 

GRACE: John Turner 

 

9 June SPGC:  

Speaker meeting 

Tony Dodsworth: Hidden 

Rotherham part 2 

FRATS: Gurnam Basran 

 Tom Knight 

GRACE: John Woffenden 

 

16 June Individual committee meetings 

 

23 June  SPGC: 

Club Assembly 

FRATS: Trevor Johnson 

Trish Lister 

GRACE: Mike Frost 

 

30 June SPGC: 

HANDOVER!!! 

FRATS: Roger Green 

Peter Short 

GRACE: John Turner 

 

NB: John T – you may wish to speak to Nigel 

about the Grace rota! Don’t 

shoot the messenger. 

Frats & Grace – your responsibility to find 

alternates if you cannot attend. 

Please advise Nigel of any 

changes you have agreed.    

            

Council Meeting 

Monday 6th June 18.00h  

Venue: SPGC 
 Observers welcome 

 



 

  

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE – ROTARY 

IN ACTION 

Our most recent initiative is to provide support to refugees in Ukraine who have travelled to 

Warsaw in Poland.  Roger Green established contact with the English-speaking Warsaw 

Wilanow Rotary and set up links with their Rotaract members which have been developed 

through Immediate Past Present Trish Lister.  A JustGiving page 

(https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/paul-daniels12) has been set up to generate 

donations.  At the time of our last business meeting, £3370 had been raised (with 

approximately another £820 to follow from Gift Aid).  The first significant instalment has 

been transferred to Warsaw Wilanow Rotary for their Rotaract Club to support the 

Ukrainian women and children who have arrived in the city. 

 
 

  
 

We have received the following update from Poland together with photos of the first refugees 

being welcomed. 

 

 

 

 

" We have finally started our big project today for helping refugees from Ukraine in Poland. We 
have been working on it for a few weeks already. We are hosting 41 people, 21 adults/mothers 
and 20 kids in the Evotel hostel that we have booked for up to a month. Thanks to the 
donations we collected so far by our sponsors and our founder Rotary Club, the Rotary Club 
Warsaw Wilanow International, we were able to provide this accommodation to people in 
need. We are still working on a food plan to be able to provide them also with food every day. 
We need your help! We are looking for sponsors, donors, anyone who can contribute and 
support our project in some way. Please reach out to us by direct message. If you support us 
we may even extend the duration of their stay and bring new people in their place once they 
find their long-term stays with our help.  
Our target is to provide long-term support to our guests by sharing our knowledge, researching 
skills and care are in order to help them settle down in Poland or move on further to other 
European countries. We will try to match them with long-term hosting options as quickly as 
possible. If you are someone who may offer any long term accommodation to mothers and 
kids then please contact us asap!  
We have sent some photos from the first day of our project when we picked up our guests 
from PTAK Warsaw Humanitarian Centre in the morning and took them to the hostel by bus 
sponsored by Stalko Autobusy. After a warm welcome food meal we helped them check in to 
their rooms. We will be there at the weekend to chat with them and assess their urgent 
needs.  
We are working hard to solve the food support for them for at least one month. Any amount of 
contribution will mean a lot. Please consider donating further to us.  
We will share more in the coming days." 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/paul-daniels12


  

 

 

 

 



 



 


