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Rotary Club of Rotherham Sitwell 

District 1220 
 

Club Bulletin 
 

No.  32.03                                     September 2024 
 

Meetings: Thursday evenings  
See Club Meetings for more information. 

Officers & Committee Chairs 2024-25 
 

President   Martin Davis 
President Elect   Vacant 
Vice President   Vacant 
Secretary   Steve Burns   
Treasurer   Jackie Saunders 
Immediate past President   Peter Short  
 
Chairmen of Committees 
Admin/Club Service   Vacant  
Membership/Social   Steve Burns 
Publicity/PR   Peter Waudby  
Community   Trish Lister  
International/Rotary Foundation Chris Croker   
 
Other Officers 
Assistant Secretary    Vacant  
Assistant Treasurer   Alan Holloway  
Archivist   Chris Williams 
Attendance Officer   Phil Crutchley 
Bulletin Editor   Chris Williams 
Environmental Officer   Phil Crutchley 
Health & Safety Officer   John Sparrow 
Safeguarding Officer   Vacant 
Sergeant at Arms   Roger Green 
Welfare Officer   Trevor Johnson 
 
Council Members 
Martin Davis, Steve Burns, Jackie Saunders, Peter Short, 
Tom Knight, Trish Lister, Chris Croker, Peter Waudby  
 

Trustees of Benevolent Fund 
Alan Holloway, Trevor Johnson, Peter Keary 



  
Club Meetings for September  

All 6.30 for 7.00pm at SPGC, 

cost £20, unless otherwise 

stated.  

 

Apologies to Phil Crutchley, 

unless otherwise stated. 

Sin bins will be applied for 

absence with no apology. 
 

5 September Meeting with partners  
7.00 for 7.30 pm 
£25 per person 

 
FRATS:  Chris Croker 
GRACE:  Trish Lister 
 
12 September Fellowship meeting  
 
FRATS:  Gurnam Basran 
GRACE:  Alan Holloway 
 
19 September Committee meetings  
 
26 September No meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frats & Grace – your responsibility to find 
alternates if you cannot attend. Please advise 
John Sparrow of any changes you have 
agreed. 
 

Council Meeting  

Thursday 12thSeptember at 

5.30pm  

Venue: SPGC 
Observers welcome 

 

Club Meetings for October 

All 6.30 for 7.00pm at SPGC, 

cost £20, unless otherwise 

stated.  

 

Apologies to Phil Crutchley, 

unless otherwise stated. 

Sin bins will be applied for 

absence with no apology. 

 

3 October  Charter Evening 
7.00 for 7.30 pm 
Details below 

 
FRATS:  Peter Waudby 
GRACE:  John Sparrow 
 
10 October Business meeting 
 
FRATS:  John Woffenden 
GRACE:  Tony Eden 
 
17 October Committee meetings  
 
24 October Business meeting 
 
FRATS:  Kamal Zaman 
GRACE:  Judith Grant 
 
31 October Meeting with partners  

7.00 for 7.30 pm 
 
FRATS:  Chris Croker 
GRACE:  Roger Green 
 
Frats & Grace – your responsibility to find 
alternates if you cannot attend. Please advise 
John Sparrow of any changes you have agreed. 
 

Council Meeting 

Thursday 10th October at 

5.30pm  

Venue: SPGC 
Observers welcome 



Charter Night  
 

A dinner to celebrate the 36th Anniversary of the presentation of our Charter will be held on 
Thursday 3rd October at Aston Hall Hotel at 7.00pm for 7.30pm. This is a smart dress code 
event for Rotarians, partners and guests. The cost for a three-course meal is £30 per person.  
 
The menu is: 

Starters 
 

Duck Spring Roll 
Plum sauce, spring onion, cucumber 

 
Braised Pork Cheek 

Straw fries, red wine jus 

 
Hot Smoked Salmon Salad 

Roasted beetroot, toasted ciabatta 

 
Celeriac and Hazelnut Soup (v) 

Truffle oil, warm onion loaf 
 

Mains 
 

Cornfed Chicken Supreme 
Garlic and rosemary Hasselback potatoes, sweetcorn puree, tarragon jus 

 
Mediterranean Vegetable Gnocchi (v) 

Cherry tomato & basil sauce, dressed rocket, rustic garlic bread 

 
Pan-Fried Sea Bream 

Garlic confit parmentier, roasted cauliflower puree, lemon beurre blanc 

 
Crispy Pork Belly 

Pomme puree, braised red cabbage, apple cider sauce 

 
Desserts 

 
Limoncello Baked Cheesecake 

Lemon curd, meringue crumb 

 
Jamaican Ginger Cake 

Warm rum syrup, clotted cream 

 
White Chocolate and Cherry Panna Cotta 

Cherry compote, brandy shard 

 
Chocolate Orange Delice 

Orange gel, dried orange slice, Chantilly cream 



 
All members have received an email from Secretary Steve with the above menu (plus gluten 
free alternatives) and details of booking and paying for places at the event.  
 

Christmas Dinner at the Wharncliffe Restaurant.   
 
The club meeting on Thursday 12th December will take the form of a Christmas Dinner at 
the Wharncliffe Restaurant.  Please note the details in your diary - the menu and prices will 
be circulated when received. 
. 
 

Nigel Elmhirst 
9th August 1948 – 21st August 2024 

 
Nigel joined the Rotary Club of Rotherham Sitwell in December 1992 and was President for 
the Rotary year 2006-2007. 
 
Nigel was a committed Rotarian who did much to ensure that the administration of the Club 
was organised and fun.  In recent years he was particularly effective in ensuring continuity 
and removing some of the burdens that had until that point fell on Presidents and 
Presidents-Elect. 
 
Below is a tribute to Nigel from Kamal Zaman, followed by some photographs of Nigel, 
kindly supplied by other club members. 
 
 
“I had known Nigel just north of forty years, at first through our respective 
professions. This quickly developed into personal and family friendship when we 
moved to Brookhouse. Suzanne and my late wife Anna became very good friends. 
 
“It was I who introduced Nigel to Rotary - what a fabulous Rotarian he turned out to 
be, involved in every aspect of our club activities until his last days. We, Sitwell 
Rotarians, were very lucky to have him and appreciate his contribution. 
 
“I have so many good memories of Nigel, time spent with him in club events, his 
involvement in big fund-raising BBQs at our house, two years in succession, was 
greatly appreciated by Anna. We did raise a handsome amount of money for charity. 
 
“Nigel always brought humour and laughter “when the going got tough”, making light 
of the situation, a great gift indeed. He was very meticulous over details, with 
whatever he was dealing. 
 
“I think it must have been in 2002 that eight Rotarians of our club, who had not 
played golf before, decided to start playing the game. After a great deal of 
discussion, and several alcohol-fuelled dinners at the Elton Hotel, we decided to call 
ourselves “Octavians”. Nigel was a founder member of this august group of golfers. 



 
“After six months of dinners, I proposed that the time was right to start playing, so we 
did, with our first venture on an icy December morning. As Octavians, we played 
fairly regularly at various venues, travelled inside the UK and overseas often with our 
partners. Competitions used to be serious with a cup awarded to the winner, but the 
rest of the time was camaraderie, full of fun, laughter and happiness. Nigel organised 
several of these trips to venues at home and abroad along with Octavians Shaun D, 
Peter Mc, Mike F and Peter K. 
 
“Playing golf with Nigel was always a fun filled experience. At times he could hit the 
ball far, but not always. Hence, he frequently visited bushes - many times he would 
come out, not only with his own ball but also with those lost by other golfers. He 
could also emerge from of trees and bushes empty handed, with frustration in his 
face and “choice words and phrases” coming from his mouth, with golfing partners 
unsure how to respond - to laugh or pretend not hearing. However, he could follow a 
poor shot with a fantastic one. All Octavians were consistently inconsistent - at times 
success of a round would be measured by the net number of balls lost or gained, an 
innovative way of scoring. Only Nigel could do that, he was after all our official scorer 
[he marked the score cards] 
 
“I will miss playing golf with Nigel, the camaraderie, jokes and laughter that always 
superseded the standard of our golf. It used to be such a fun to be with Nigel.” 
 
Kamal Zaman 
 

* * * * * * 
 

Taken during the club’s 
international trip to 
Jersey in 2006.  
 
Some of our party 
visited Elizabeth Castle 
and Nigel got roped in 
to an “ex-military 
group" for a traditional 
firing of a cannon. 
 
The first shot ((left) 
shows Nigel lined up 
with the other 
unfortunates. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Nigel receiving instructions as to his role 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Firing the cannon. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Inspecting the 
club’s Amazing 
Human Fruit 
Machine at the 
Rotherham 
Show 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Happy Birthday 
 

September 26th                                   Roger Green 

 

Next Bulletin 

The next bulletin is scheduled to be published in early October. Any contributions will be 

most welcome, please email to me by 27th September. 

 


